
MLA: Incorporating Research (77c)

· This handout illustrates commonly used methods of incorporating secondary sources.  For additional explanation, refer to the Harbrace Handbook, revised fourteenth edition, or to the MLA Handbook, sixth edition.

One noted researcher reports that “school uniforms blur class distinctions, creating an environment that favors learning, not social status” (Wallace 59).  Incorporates a quote into the flow of the sentence, and gives both author and page number in parentheses.

Noted child psychologist Richard Wallace concludes that “school uniforms blur class distinctions, creating an environment that favors learning, not social status” (59). Incorporates a quote into the flow of the sentence; gives the author’s name in the flow of the sentence, so only gives the page number in parentheses.

Psychologist Richard Wallace concludes, “School uniforms blur class distinctions, creating an environment that favors learning, not social status” (59). Introduces a complete sentence quote with a clause that contains the author’s name, so only the page number is given in parentheses.

When students are not focused on the kinds of clothes they can or cannot afford, they concentrate more on learning than on social standing (Wallace 59). Paraphrases a quote, and gives both the author and page number in parentheses.

As Johns and Milhouse observe, “For parents, the cost of school uniforms is actually less than outfitting a child in the latest fashions” (36). Introduces a complete sentence quote with a clause that also gives the names of both authors in the flow, so only cites the page number is in parentheses.

A recent study notes that “the cost of school uniforms is actually less than outfitting a child in the latest fashions” (Johns and Milhouse 36). Incorporates a quote into the flow of the sentence, and gives the names of both authors as well as the page number in parentheses.

Indeed, once children get used to wearing the uniforms, they admit that they love the extra time not having to choose clothing every morning gives them (Johns and Milhouse, Time Out 66). Paraphrases a quote, and gives both authors’ names, the title of the book (indicating that the essay cites more than one work by these two authors), and the page number in parentheses.

According to a recent study, “Discipline problems decreased within months of adopting school uniforms” (“Dress Smart” 23). Introduces a  quote with a phrase, and gives an abbreviated title of the work (indicating that no author’s name is given) and the page number in parentheses.

Psychologist Leslie Miller argues, “School uniforms not only provide individual students with greater self-esteem, but also foster a sense of unity within the entire school” (qtd. in Jacks 49). Introduces a quote with a clause that names the original author, and in parentheses, gives the author and page number of the work from which the essay writer obtained the quote.

